The study aimed to identify the opinion of women regarding prohibition and criminalization of female genital cutting (FGC). It was conducted at the five medical health centers located in at Kafr El-Sheikh governorate. A total of 250 women attending these centers were selected. Fifty women were selected from each center. An interview schedule was designed and used to collect data. It consists of three parts: the first part included socio-demographic characteristics, the second part entailed the women's knowledge about FGC, and third part contains the details of knowledge about and opinion of women regarding the law that prohibits and criminalizes FGC. The main findings of the study revealed that more than one half (51.2 %) of the study sample were against prohibition and criminalization of FGC and only 27.2 % agreed that it should be prohibited and criminalized, while 3.6 % were uncertain. Mass media was the main source of information about the law, yet, at certain times mass media messages were ambiguous. As a result only one fifth of the sample changed their opinion about FGC during the previous year.
INTRODUCTION
Throughout the last two decades women's health, their status and the respect of their human rights became a major concern for the International society. (1, 2) Therefore, cooperation, 
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Firstly the procedure is considered an infringement on the physical and psychosexual integrity of girls and women, secondly it is a form of violence against them and thirdly it violates their human rights. (11, 12) Following the International Conference (16) (17) (18) In fact the effectiveness of any law depends, to a great extent, on the cooperation of the society and their readiness to abide by it.
This study is an attempt in this direction.
Aim of the study:
To explore the opinion of women attending medical health centers in Kafr ElSheikh governorate regarding prohibition and criminalization of female genital cutting.
SUBJECTS AND METHOD

Research design
This study is an exploratory descriptive study
Setting
The study was conducted at Kafr El- These settings were selected because they selected almost all districts at Kafr ElSheikh governorate. In addition, the clients who attend these centers represent various socio-economic and cultural groups.
Subjects
A total sample of 250 women attending the above mentioned centers were selected for this study. Fifty women were selected from each of the previously mentioned centers.
Data was collected on all working days until the required number was reached. The systematic random technique was followed in the selection of the study subjects. The third comer on the registration record was chosen among women who happened to attend the clinics at the time of data collection.
Tool of data collection
A structured interview schedule was specially designed by the researcher to collect the necessary data. It was tested for validity and reliability. It entailed three sections:
Part I:
This section included questions related to the socio demographic characteristics of the sample such as age, address, level of education, and occupation.
Part II:
'It also included items related women's knowledge about FGC such as its meaning, the reasons behind its performance, its types as well as their source of information, persons who perform this practice and the possible complications.
Women's experience with FGC was also explored.
Part III:
This section included the details of women's knowledge and opinion regarding the law that prohibits and criminalizes female genital cutting and their intention to stop or continue performing the procedure to their daughters.
METHODS
Approvals:
An official permission clarifying the purpose of the study was obtained from the executive directors of health affairs department in Kafr
El-Sheikh governorate and the concerned health centers to conduct the study and collect the necessary data.
Development of the tool
An interview schedule was developed by the researcher based on an extensive review of relevant and recent literature. It was tested for content validity by 5 juries, who are experts in the related field to reach consensus on the best form to be implemented.
Pilot study:
A pilot study was carried out on 30
women from the previously mentioned settings. These women were excluded from the study subjects. The purposes of the pilot study were to: ascertain the relevance and applicability of the tool, and to detect any problem peculiar to the statements such as phrasing, sequence and clarity, and to estimate the time needed to complete the tool. The pilot study revealed that, the tool was relevant and applicable but some words have been modified. The average time needed to complete the tool ranged between 10-15 minutes. believed that it should be continued whereas only 13.6 % believed it should be stopped. The rest (12.8%) were uncertain.
Collection of data
RESULTS
DISCUSSION
In 2008, Egypt issued a child protection law which include prohibition and criminalization of FGC. However, for a law to be effective, especially that it deals with a deeply rooted and widespread practice such as FGC, the community should be convinced by it. Accordingly, this study was conducted to assess the opinion of women in Kafr El Shiekh Governorate regarding the prohibition and criminalization of FGC. (19) The results revealed that the prevalence of FGC among the study sample exceeded 98%. This finding is higher than the national figure reported by the EDHS 2008. (25) and by figure reported by other studies undertaken in other places of the country during earlier dates. Tawfik et al in (1994) reported that 78.8% of their study sample were circumcised. (20) and Assaad (1979) mentioned that at least 75% of Egyptian women and girls were circumcised. (21) It was also reported by the Ministry of Family and Population. (22) that the procedure no more exists in some governorates in Upper
Egypt. This shows that Khafr El Skeikh lags behind other governorates in Egypt and more effort is needed to eradicate FGC there. (23, 24) Accordingly, the present study revealed (22) revealed that the reasons for FGC were: (23) reported that the reasons for undertaking 2003 (24,.25) showed that just less than three quarters of ever-married women reported that circumcision is an important part of religious traditions in Egypt.
It was reported by Martin. (2000) &
Assaad (2000) (26.27) that excision is part of a larger cultural ritual that marks a young girl's transition to womanhood and about two-thirds of women had the impression that the husband prefers his wife to be circumcised. According to EDHS (1995), (28) more than one-third of ever-married women cited cleanliness as a reason while a small number considered it a way to prevent promiscuity before marriage. In some communities, some families refuse to accept women who have not undergone FGC as marriage partners. Also Lamada (1998) (29) , Alaa El-Din and Mostafa (1996) (16) reported that the most common reasons
given by women and husbands, who accepted FGC were to make young adult girls more pure, maintain their chastity and thereby preserves their virginity until marriage.
When the reasons for refusal of performing FGC for daughter were explored in the present study, it was found that most of women fear complications and only 10%
refused it because they want to comply to the law. According to the EDHS (2003) (26) women who refused to undertake FGC to their daughters were either not convinced by it (61%), are afraid of the potential health complications (42%) or believed that it is against religion (20%). Other reasons included better marriage prospects (8%) and better sexual relations with their husbands (5%).
The results of the present study revealed that more than three quarters of . (32) Elbeih et al (1998) (34) Laumanann et al. (1997) (33) , EDHS (1996) and El Geneidy et al (1991) (32) reported that the majority of the circumcised females suffered no post circumcision complications.
Regarding the main decision makers about undertaking FGC, the present study revealed that fathers ranked first followed by mothers. One third of women specified physicians as the main decision maker.
Grand parents played the least role in this respect. Other studies such as Elbeih et al.
(1998) (34) , and Alaa El-Din (1998) (16) reported that the majority of their study As for the knowledge of women constituting of the present study about the law that prohibits and criminalizes FGC, the results showed that almost three fourths
are not informed about it. As expected, university graduates and workers were more likely to be better informed than the less educated and housewives. When the researcher told them about the law, more than a half stated that they are against such law and only one quarter endorsed it.
In fact, mass media was the major source of information about the law among the sample members of the present study.
One-half reported that mass media was their primary source of information. It is also important that such mass media be clear, specific, and unequivocal because quite a proportion of the sample stated that they got ambiguous messages from mass media. Rushwan. (1990) (42) , Mcauley et al.
(1994) (43) , Lamada (1998) (29) , & EDHS (2005) (19) , admit the important role that mass media plays in changing the attitude of people towards FGC.
Moreover, nearly two thirds of the sample believed that undertaking FGC is important and should continue. This is similar to the findings of Ekenze (30) Although Islam is free of any practice that inflicts harm, still some people undertake such practices under the pretext of Islam.
As to the opinion about FGC, the current study revealed that more than one half of the study sample were against prohibition and criminalization of FGC and only 27.2 % agreed that it should be prohibited and criminalized This is consistent with the results of the, EDHS (2005) (19) , which show that there has been some change over time in women's attitude about FGC. However, these results reflect that more efforts should be put forth in order to eradicate FGC completely. -All awareness creation activities should target both women and men.
CONCLUSION
-Mass media should intensify clear, simplified and unequivocal messages that aim at raising public awareness about the dangers of FGC as well as about the law that prohibits and criminalizes it.
